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THURROCK@ COUNCIL

MINUTES of the meeting of the Corporate Overview and Scrutiny
Committee held on 49-January16 February 2012 at 7.00pm.

Present: Councillors Robert Gledhill (Chair), Wendy Curtis, Shane-
Hebb- imon Wootton (Substituting for ‘Diane Revell),
Danny Nicklen and Yash Gupta.

Apologies: Councillor Diane Revell
1 t and R o C . { Scrutiny.

Regeneration-Overview-and-Serutiny- Commitiee
Clir- Wendy- Herd- — Chair of Health- and- Well-being- Overview- and- Scrutiny-
Committee
_M. Hone - Director of Finance.and Corporate Governance
S. Clark—Head of Finance

J.-Olsson— Director-of People Services
- o

A Millard- — Head- of Planning.- Transport and-
Regeneration

L Magill_ Head of Public P :

A-Murphy —Head-of Environment

L Billinal Head of Adult Servi

M. Boulter — Principal Democratic Services Officer

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
a) Interests

No interests were declared.

b) Whipping

No interests were declared.

3. BUDGET 2012/13 — CROSS-CUTHNG-ISSUESFEES AND
CHARGES



The Chair commented that there were over two hundred equality
impacts assessments (EIAs) related to the fees and charges and due
to the number the committee had received they felt they could not
make a full and robust response.

With regards to Grangewaters committee members felt activity prices
should not be increased at the level presented as it placed an extra
burden on young families when providing activities for their children. It
was also noted that competitors close to the centre were providing
some activities at a cheaper rate. Officers explained that the revenue
for Grangewaters had decreased in the last year and the increase of
prices was an attempt to recover that revenue. Members stated that it
was hard for small groups to use Grangewatéers and residents were
discouraged if they were not part of a bigger group. All Members
agreed that the way Grangewaters was marketed needed to be

improved.

There was a brief discussion on increases in play services and again
Members felt this was an added burden on a vital service.

Members commented that school meal prices for this year could be
included in the report although they recognised new prices would not
be set until the new school year in September.

The Committee discussed the penalties for fly posting and felt that
these could be increased significantly. Officers highlighted that the
number of fines issued over a year would not create a significant
income for the Council. Members felt more enforcement could be
introduced 10 increase funds but also discourage this activity.

The Chair summarised the debate and added that fees and charges
needed to be advertised more, especially activity and child care
services, so that people were informed of the costs. The Committee
also felt it important for the Council to publicise when it had not raised
fees for a significant period so that if they were raised in the future, the

Council could evidence that it had not raised prices for some time.







RESOLVED that:

i)

From the Corporate Overview and Scrutiny point of view,
the fees relating to play services and Grangewaters cannot

be agreed.

The Committee reconvene-before 2274 February Cabinet to-
receive-an-updated fees-and charges report.Fines for fly

posting, graffiti and littering be increased.

Fees and charqes be advertlsed more W|delv

The meeting wasended-suspended- at 7.508.02pm.



Approved as a true and correct record
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Any queries regarding these Minutes, ple
Matthew Boulter, telephone (01375) 6
or alternatively e-mail mboulter@thurr
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